George Lawson Milne was born April 19 1850 in Garmouth on Speyside Bay in Scotland to parents
Alexander and Isabella Milne. The family, including 2 older brothers and a sister, emigrated to Canada in 1856
via Aberdeen and after 6 weeks at sea, travelled to Meaford Ontario where father Alexander became a
merchant and grain dealer. George married Victoria born Ellen Catherine “Nellie” Kinsman in 1882. They set
up a home and medical office on the west side of Douglas between Broughton and Fort St.
After graduating from the University of Toronto medical school in 1880, he moved to Kansas City. But this did
not go as planned. First his landlady would not allow him to hang out his shingle and a fellow physician warned
him that the city, located at the junction of 2 rivers, was rife with malaria and required large treatments of
quinine. George balked at the thought of ingesting such large doses so he decided to leave. He went to San
Francisco, boarded the SS Mexico, and sailed to Vancouver Island, joining his 2 brothers.
In 1884 he was appointed city medical health officer. Eight years later, a small pox epidemic broke out. He
strongly disagreed with the provincial health officer with the way that epidemic had been handled and
resigned his position. He had instituted sanitation and strict quarantine measures. He was instrumental in the
founding of Royal Jubilee Hospital, a registrar and secretary for the British Columbia Medical Council, its first
honorary member, and a member of their examining board, and the British Columbia Medical Act. He also
helped found the Victoria Daily Times
About this time, he became interested in politics. He was first a school trustee and then in 1890 was elected to
the Provincial Legislature. He was president of the BC Liberal Association. In 1896 he made an unsuccessful bid
for the Canadian parliament. From 1904-24, Milne was medical
officer and immigration agent for the Dominion Government at
the Immigration building on Dallas Rd. He was made Chinese
immigration controller and collected the head tax.
Milne made a fortune in real estate development, as a partner
in the Vancouver Investment Co. He was president of the
Electric Tramway Co (later the BCER), director of BC Fire
Insurance Co. 0. He was a member of the St. Andrews and
Caledonian societies, and the Royal Arch and Scottish Rite
branches of the Masonic Lodge. He and Nellie were supporters
of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church and after the union in 1925,
of the United Church of Canada..
He was a member of the Canadian Scottish Mess. The Milne
Block was built by his brother A.R. Milne. Milne St. in Vic West
and Speyside Lane in East Sooke are named after George. The
name Speyside was taken from his summer home of Speyside in
Becher Bay.
George Milne died Mar 14 1933 and was buried in Ross Bay Cemetery March 17, 1933. He was 82 years old.
His wife Nellie died 8 years later.
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Pinehurst is a two-and-one-half
storey, wood frame house
overlooking Holland Point and the
Strait of Juan de Fuca.
Pinehurst was built in 1889 and is
valued as an outstanding example of
the type of Queen Anne Revival
mansion that many wealthy
individuals chose as a residence in
Victoria at the turn of the twentieth
century.
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G. L. Milne epitomizes the citizens who established
the character of Victoria society at the turn of
the twentieth century.
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