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Chris Percival-Smith watches Mike Holt’s shot as Michael Dowling waits. — Photo D. Whiting 

 

B.C. Croqueters Gather at Victoria LBC 
 
Croquet club leaders from across British Columbia were invited to Victoria in late October to discuss the 

coming year, to touch base with each other, and to meet and welcome two new croquet organizers who are 
looking for ways to organize croquet play in North Delta.   

Nima and Abbas Valikhani, the new North Deltans, were instrumental in the founding of the Iran 
Croquet Association in and around Tehran.  Nima then moved to Canada, where he took up lawn bowling and 
played more croquet in Quebec before moving to BC.  Abbas, Nima’s brother, is currently living in North Delta 
with him, but expects to return to Iran after a few more months.  Both brothers are serious players of Golf 
Croquet, and their visit offered the BC players an opportunity to test their skills, watch experienced players from 
elsewhere, and pick up whatever tips they could.  A few also took the opportunity to show the brothers Snake-
in-the-Grass, which they picked up quickly and indicated they’d continue to explore. 

The second reason for the gathering was to give BC croquet organizers a chance to talk about inter-club 
and even province-wide competition in 2022.  Our clubs have been isolated enough that in the past only 
Association Croquet tournaments have pulled together players from several locations.  With the rapid growth of 
the sport in the Victoria area and the promise of further growth in Vancouver, opportunities for shared 
experiences in Golf Croquet and Snake are now available, and those experiences don’t all have to be matters of 
top-ranked competition. 

Among the possibilities are workshops in running club-based programs, training in rules and refereeing, 
city-wide novice tourneys, the sharing of information on successful recruitment of croquet players into lawn 
bowling clubs, establishment of league play featuring club-versus-club matches, and so on.  In addition, the 
clubs need to work together to establish a schedule for play outside the individual club schedules, so that 
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hosting of events is equitable and the scheduling of events doesn’t result in conflicts.  Uniform approaches to 
tournaments will also be useful, so players will know what to expect when they go to other clubs to play. 

Establishing solid communications between clubs now will enhance our ability to grow and share the 
sport in the future, and all players should urge their clubs to become involved and active as soon as possible. 

 
 

Croquet Canada Looks at Major Changes 
 

When Croquet Canada was first organized, its membership consisted almost exclusively of players 
looking for access to national and international competition in Association Croquet and US Rules Croquet.  Since 
that time, though, Golf Croquet has emerged on the international scene as a serious game, and, thanks in part to 
its simpler rules, shorter games, and less demanding strategy, a more popular one.  At its most recent executive 
board meeting, Croquet Canada made a commitment to provide greater support to social players and clubs 
across the country, without reducing its efforts for its competitive community. 

This change is going to require active participation by a new group of members, as Croquet Canada looks 
at methods for providing useful support.  Clubs with large contingents of socially-oriented members — that is, 
members who play croquet as a social pastime rather than to achieve international glory — will need to work 
with the national organization to determine what kinds of support they and their members need. 

First thoughts for possible support include workshops for players and coaches, development of a trained 
group of referees who can help clubs develop uniform standards of play, assistance with planning and hosting 
local tournaments, advice for establishing new clubs, help with fundraising, and so on. 

CC executive board member Gayle Fortnum, who identifies herself as a social player, was selected to 
serve as chair of a committee to explore and develop the options for better serving the needs of this growing 
community of players.  She’ll need input, especially from the non-competitive wing of the membership (and 
from players who might become members if they feel better supported!).  Please send contact information or 
suggestions and feedback to me (<breakrunner@vancroquet.com>), and I’ll pass them on to her. 

Liability insurance for croquet has also been a recent topic of discussion by the CC board.  Clarification of 
that coverage has been obtained from the insurance brokers, and will be reported on soon, but we can report 
that participants in most croquet-related activities conducted by Croquet Canada and its member clubs are 
covered.  What remains to be resolved is another aspect of Croquet Canada’s insurance coverage — sports injury 
insurance.  This coverage is not medical coverage, but does provide relief from certain damages felt by players 
as a result of injuries suffered during play.  As before, we need to determine exactly who is covered and under 
what circumstances.  We hope to have this information and the liability coverage information ready to go out to 
members and to place on the Croquet Canada website in the not-too-distant future. 

In other Croquet Canada news, members will soon be receiving invitations to participate in the upcoming 
AGM, to be held in the form of a Zoom meeting on December 7th.  Among other business, members will vote on 
retaining or replacing two of the eight current board members, Rob McCrea and John Richardson. 

Croquet Canada has also decided that the 2022 national championships (CroqCan) in the Golf, AC, and 
US Rules variations of the game will be held at the Toronto Cricket Club, the Bayfield International Croquet 
Club, and the North Toronto Croquet Club, respectively, if those clubs will commit to hosting.  The board is also 
looking at British Columbia as a possible venue for 2023 for either AC or Golf.  The hosting of the Golf 
championship might hinge on BC holding a successful major Golf tournament (not a club or local event, but a 
tournament inviting international competitors) sometime in the next year. 

 
 

A Look at 2022’s Earliest Events 
 
Plans for 2022 are just beginning to be hatched, so there’s not much to report now. 
Oregon’s Patrick Sweeney is exploring the possibility of running the annual April Fools AC tournament at 

Vancouver’s Granville Lawn Bowling Club as a 3-4 day event in late April.  Those interested can contact him at 
<sweeney@503law.com>. 

Victoria usually holds its first tournament of each year over the Victoria Day long weekend, which next 
year will mean May 20-23.  Again, this is traditionally an AC event. 

As noted in our lead story in this issue, there may be an expanded slate of inter-club competition in British 
Columbia this year in AC, Golf, and Snake, simply because the options for such competitions are growing.  
Gearing up for increased activity will require leaders from all BC croquet clubs (and Northwest US clubs if they 
want to get in on the action) to communicate, negotiate, and share hosting duties.  There are plenty of 
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experienced players who can be called on to provide guidance in tournament organization but could also run 
workshops in rules and refereeing to help newer clubs and players get up to speed. 

 
 

A Note from the Editor 
 
 Croquet Canada exists to represent the interests of its members.  To do that, it needs to know what 
players want.  It’s easy to say, “Well, I’m not really interested in competition, so there isn’t much 
Croquet Canada can do for me!”  What you need to ask instead is, “What kind of help would I like to 
get from Croquet Canada for the kind of croquet I want to play?” 
 So there it is.  What can Croquet Canada do to make your croquet experience better?  What can it 
do to help your club make your experience better?  Can it help you get information, find equipment, 
organize tournaments, attract new players, understand the rules?  Would you appreciate an 
experienced player showing up at your club to help you improve your game? 
 Croquet Canada can only be as useful as you and the people you choose to represent you can make 
it.  Think about it, talk about it, and then let me know what you want.  I’ll do my best to get things 
moving! 
__________ 
As noted in previous issues, this is a private venture.  No organization is backing this publication.  
Any mistakes are my own.  And when I make mistakes, let me know.  And when you have better 
information than I’ve provided, let me know.  And if you want to let off steam about the way 
something is being handled in the Northwest croquet world, send me a Letter to the Editor that I can 
print in the next issue. 

 
Useful Contacts 

 
Here are just a few of the internet sites that can be useful to croquet players in a variety of ways — some 

provide information about how to play, others offer details of upcoming competitions, a few discuss rules 
questions or give access to equipment providers, some list results from tournaments around the world, and 
some may help you find people to play with when you travel to new lands.  More items in coming issues. 

 
Organizations 

Croquet Canada:  <www.croquet.ca> 
United States Croquet Association:  
<https://www.croquetamerica.com/> 
World Croquet Federation:  <https://worldcroquet.org/> 
 

Information 
Oxford:  <http://www.oxfordcroquet.com/index.asp> 
Croquet Records (Association Croquet players’ results and standings):  
<http://www.croquetrecords.com/> 
 

Commercial Equipment Providers 
Oakley Woods’ Croquet Store:  <https://www.oakleywoods.com/> 
 

Need a Mallet? 
 

Marie’s Morford Mallet, pictured here, remains available to some 
lucky buyer.  Developed by Bob Morford and US champion Ben 
Rothman, the mallet has a 36” handle and 11” head with brass inlay, and 
weighs 2 lbs 8 oz.  The original price paid was $600 US.   Vancouver’s 
Marie Pryce managed to get one of these pieces of fine craftsmanship.  
Marie is pulling back from active croquet play after years of fun and 
service, and wants to make her mallet available to a good home.   

This mallet will be a steal at $300. 
Whether you want to sell some equipment or have a need for some 

croquet items, send me a note and we’ll spread the word. 
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Guess Who 
 
In the last issue, we presented images of two fine croquet enthusiasts for your identification.  Entries 

flooded in.  Picking them all up, one in each hand, I examined them and found that two of you successfully 
identified “B” as Diana Spencer before she became known as “Princess Di”.   

 

A         B 
 

The other player defied recognition.  “A” is, in fact, Hollywood mogul Darryl Zanuck, who led 20th 
Century-Fox for years when not playing ferocious croquet with famous guests in his back yard. 

 
This issue’s competition brings another mismatched pair.  Name them both and earn alarming levels of 

fame.  One is in uniform, the other more casually dressed in shorts.  As for the other people pictured, sorry, can’t 
help you there! 

    

    
 

               C                                  D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pierre G. Dunn — (778) 265-0888      breakrunner@vancroquet.com 
I’ll be happy to add names to or delete names from the mailing list upon request. 

 
 


